
Matthiessen & Hegeler Proposed Plan Comments 
October 5 - December 12, 2015 

My name is--and I live at--LaSalle, IL. I did attend the meeting at LP high school last night, but had to 
leave before I could ask any questions. 

The question I need answered right now is this regarding the produce that we grew this summer in our yard. I have a freezer full of 
tomatoes, peppers and can ots. I also have two tables full of produce that needs to ripen that I picked last weekend. Can we eat this 
food? Should I throw it all out? We grew all heirloom and organic food so we would not have to eat pesticides. 

I am deeply disturbed that we were notified at the last minute and even more disturbed that no one told us that our soil is not safe 
years ago. 

My husband and I would like to have our garden soil tested. Our home is owned by my in-laws, 
has been in the family for years. 'We also want to know if our drinking water has been tested. 

. The home 

I have 3 autoimmune diseases and have lived on the east side of LaSalle for 20 years. We used to own a home at-
- · Can we have blood or urine tests to see if we have metals in our system? No doctor has ever been able to tell me why I have 
all of these autoimmune issues. 

I understand you are busy but I called and no one has called me back. Thank you for your time. My number is--

Sincerely yours, 



No Physical Address provided at "F01mal Meeting" October 20, 2015 

I want my comments to be included with the f01mal record regarding the La Salle Superfund proposal. I am a resident- I own two 
homes in La Salle, own a business here, and my parents own two homes in La Salle. I have lived in La Salle for 30 of my 40 years 
on the emih, my parents have lived here for more than 45 yem·s. 
I was stunned and dismayed at the lack of due process afforded the citizens of La Salle with regard to yom so called f01mal public 
meeting. First, dming the "f01mal meeting", you admitted that the notices of said meeting were sent out so late that most people did 
not receive them. I was never mailed a notice. The deceased homeowner who used to own my home (he died in 201 0) was on yom 
mailing list, and thus, I received his copy on Tuesday, October 20, 2015, at 5:15pm when I went to my PO Box. The meeting was 
to commence 1 hom and 45 minutes later. Supposedly, a tiny mention ran in the newspaper but no one I spoke with who receives 
the local paper saw the notice, and nothing ran on local radio. I did not see one single member of the local press at the meeting, As 
an attomey, I assme you THIS IS NOT GOOD, DUE AND PROPER NOTICE. I would call this callous disregard for the concept 
of due notice. 
Fmther, the "notice" I received so late was as misleading as anything I have ever seen. Were you in comi, you would be sanctioned 
for the dispm·ity of what you put in the notice as to what you actually stated at the meeting. The title "EPA Proposes Cleanup Plan 
At F01mer Zinc Smelter" does NOT convey that you are now considering "5000 residences in La Salle" a Superfund risk. As there 
m·e only 3900 residences in La Salle (there are only 3900 water meters, which is the most accmate count by the city), I ain 

flmnmoxed as to how you got to 5000. 
In any case, I was appalled to hem· that this meeting, so poorly described and advetiised, was to serve as om SOLE opp01iunity for 
comment on yom plan. The very idea that a federal agency wants to commit this amount of funds with so little consideration is 
sickening. You stated that you have tested only 185 homes, and that 159 tested completely bengign. Thus, only 26 of those 185 
homes had anything ainiss. You stated that the single worst of the 26 "dniy" residences had 6 in 10,000 units measmed of 
contamination where 1 in 10,000 units was considered benign. Yet you announced to a room of farmers and gm·deners that you 
would not eat a tomato grown in La Salle's soil- that seemed to be a scare tactic that was inappropriate given the above results, 
pmiiculm·ly as you are an ADULT and the main risks associated with lead contamination are to growing children, not adults. 
You refused to tell us the areas that were tested, even just by boundmy streets leaving the entire town to fester under a cloud of 
suspicion of inclusion until actual tests acquit us, residence by residence. 
The only rational comse of action is not at all what you propose in the order you propose it- you state that you are intending to test 
every home in La Salle, but only AFTER you decide a remedy for any containination. That is ludicrous, "Ready, Fn·e, Aim," 
thinking that is the hallmark of poor govemance. The obviously reasonable solution is to TEST ALL OUR RESIDENCES FIRST, 
THEN when you have ACTUAL DATA, it makes sense to discuss appropriate remedies. WE DO NOT WANT TO BE LIMITED 
IN OUR ABILITY TO ACHIEVE A RANGE OF REMEDIES ONCE WE KNOW THE ACTUAL LEVEL OF 
CONTAMINATION IN OUR INDIVIDUAL HOMES. We also do not benefit by having this problem blown out ofprop01iion- as 



you suggest that we have to make our situation seem as dire as possible to get access to federal ftmding before other superfund 
projects. 
After proper testing is conducted, I forsee classes of citizens being created to address the most severe cases first, but at the same 
time, homes that test as not having any contamination need not be burdened with the blight of inclusion in a SUPERFUND 
order. The pattems of contamination will also become clear, likely giving you the additional data to best choose remedies once you 
see the levels of contamination from house to house, street to street. 

I hereby make demand upon the EPA to provide an actual f01mal public meeting, with actual notice well in advance of the event 
(mailed no less than 14 days prior to the event) . You should review your mailing list with the City officials to be sure you are 
sufficiently inclusive as this is vitally important. We do not need an "inf01mal" event as all citizens deserve the opp01iunity to be 
heard on these issues after due contemplation. 
Further, we should be given a copy of your presentation to keep on file at the library to review. Also, the materials you handed out 
should be revised to include the entire map of La Salle because to show just a few homes around the plant was misleading when you 
later state that your proposal covers 5000 homes. Your notice should be inclusive of all topics to be covered and the scope of any 
project to be unde1iaken. 
I demand that you add me and my husband- separately- to your mailing list that each of us may have a copy to read- we were not 
able to read the docs prior to the meeting as we only had the one copy. My parents, who own three homes and a business in La 
Salle received NO notices, Only one person in my Rotmy Club knew about the meeting and that is because he is the County Board 
liason for environmental reasons. 
Also, you declined to respond to the man who asked what procedure we must follow if we wish to add on to our homes, and have 
occasion to dig on the premises. We deserve actual answers to our questions. 

Thank you, 

Attomey at Law --La Salle, IL 61301 

--La Salle, IL 61301 



Matthhiessen & Hegeler Zinc Site-2nd email 

I want to be a part of the f01m al record. I sent you an email yesterday and I have not had a reply. I want to be sure that we are 
heard. I also want to know if our soil has been previously tested and what those results are. If you need to talk to the owner of the 
home, I can have my mother in law,--contact you. 

For public record: 
1. A redo of the FORMAL meeting. The people of LaSalle were notified of the meeting the day before or the day of the meeting. 
That is unacceptable. 

2. I want to be added to any and all mailing lists . 

--
-------LaSalle, IL 

COMMENT 

matthiessen & hegler zinc site public meeting 

Teresa Jones, I would like to request another public meeting to gain more inf01m ation on the site cleanup. My name is-­
... and I'm the owner of the propetty at-- in LaSalle. Thank you in advance. 
Regards, 



COMMENT 
Matthiessen & Hegeler Zinc 

Ms. Jones, 
We did not receive the mailing conceming the above site until the day after the meeting at L-P High School. There are a few things 
my wife and I have questions about. 

1. We live at . The aerial map does not show clearly the offsite residential areas affected. Is om residence 
included in OU2 Residential Area? If so, how does it concem us with health issues or property values? 
2. None of the Altematives shown meet the criterion for Reduction of Toxicity, Mobility, or Volume Through Treatment. Are there 
no other Altematives available? Are they cost prohibitive? It says that the Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements 
are met. Reduction of Toxicity, Mobility, or Volume Through Treatment is not an ARAR? 
3. The City of La Salle 's main sto1m water overflow 1uns through the property. How will the clean-up affect this? Should the City 
wish to 1un futme lines across this property how will the clean-up affect those lines? 

These are the questions we had from first reading the pamphlet. There may be more after we examine it closer. We are grateful 
that something is to be done. It will serve the La Salle citizens and the smTounding wild life to have the site cleaned up. 



COMMENT 
Soil contamination article LaSalle, IL 

Dear Ms. Jones, 
I recently read the ruticle in om local News Triblllle cone. M & H Zinc site/Cam s Chemical clean up and the possible soil 
contaminants on residential prope1ties. I reside fairly close to Cruu s Chemical. My husband and I reside at--. In LaSalle, 
11. We pmchased om home five years ago. It is a very old home, approximate age could be 75 possibly 100 years old. I have been 
doing extensive yard work this summer in the f01m of landscaping and honestly all summer I thought it was strange but I have not 
felt ve1y well the following day after digging in the soil. This ruticle has defmitely raised my concerns. Is it possible to have om 
soil tested? Thank you so much for yom time. 

Sincerely, 

LaSalle, 11 61301 --
COMMENT 

Re: Matthiessen & Hegeler Zinc Presentation 

Thank you for the materials. 

La Salle's comprehensive plan states the site should be an interpretive pru·k once it is remediated. My concern is that remediation 
will remove all cultural artifacts (stmctmes, folllldations, grades, etc.) that would be used to inte1pret the site. The removal of these 
would remove the opportllllity for the City to develop a tomist draw as well as a monument to its heritage. 



COMMENT 

M&H Zinc LaSalle, Illinois 

Good moming Teresa; 
$200 million cleanup proposal for property that wouldn't bring $200 thousand if it was pristine. That's impossible to justify, 
especially when we were told there was no water contamination, and the propetty wasn't wot1h the expense, over a twenty year 
span. 
Events such as these don't shed a vety pretty light on the EPA or its' operations. 
My proposal? Spend $200 on milkweed seed and let the monarch butterflies have the place. Mother Nature has encapsulated the site 
for free, why disturb it? 

(f01mer LaSalle resident). 



COMMENT 

Mattheissen & Hegeler Superfund Cleanup Plan 

Dear Teresa Jones and Demaree Collier: 

I submit the following comments regarding the Mattheissen & Hegeler Superfund Cleanup Plan: 

1) Given that a number of cleanup options are being considered, I hope the one that best restores the health of the land will be 
chosen. If this plan happens to be the most expensive, I would still favor it. 
The health of the land is om health, and that offutme generations. 

2) I hope the cost of the cleanup will come-as much as possible-from the companies that caused the pollution (e.g. the Cams 
Company) . I know the zinc company, which caused some of the pollution, no longer exists, but perhaps there are assets that could 
help defray the cost of the cleanup. We, the taxpayers, did not cause the problem; if possible, those who profited should foot the bill. 

Thank you for yom eff01ts! 

My address and phone number: 

La Salle, IL 61301 
Phone:--



Matthiessen & hegler superfund 

Hello. I was in attendance of the first meeting. I opened up the new pamphlet I received in the mail. I noticed a new page in the back 
which highlights locations where samples were taken. My house and my parents' house are near both of the sample locations. It's 
hard to tell if our homes were sampled or our neighbors. I will give you our addresses. Can you tell me if our homes were sampled 
and the results? If our homes were not sampled and it was in fact, our neighbors, can you tell us the results of those findings? 

Thank you for your time. 

Lasalle Illinois 61301 

Lasalle Illinois 61301 



COMMENT 

M&H cleanup site in LaSalle 

Teresa 
Two questions, comments. 
1- Someone asked about sampling eff01ts east of the Little Vetmilion River. 
I would have thought between the quanie's mining removal activities for cement and the construction ofl-39 that whatever 
contamination occmred prior, not much public exposme would be expected. 
2 - Since monetaty constr·aints appear to limit the speed of site remediation and also what steps can be done in a timely fashion, 
doesn't Superfine look for monies from culpable patties? I understand that M&H is no longer a viable entity, as well as the LaSalle 
Rolling Mills, but I understand the same fatnily that ran both of those businesses is continuing to have wru·ehouse and product 
shipment in and out of that site. I assume they ru·e making profit or would not do this work. Is that money available for bearing pa11 
of the cleanup at this site? If not, why is this glaring problem not being addressed at cleanup sites? 

COMMENT 
Lasalle homes 

My husband and I have lived in Lasalle for 14 years. He is an avid gardner. In the past few years he has had eye problems that 
doctors believe may be cause of heavy metal poisoning. I would like my yru·d tested asap to find out if we have issues. Is there a 
home test we could use? 
Thank you for yom time 

Concemed Lasalle resident with children who like to play outside 



COMMENT 
M&H meeting 

Was great to see the group at om meeting. Fmstration in the community still exists. Many residents that the agency along with the 
iepa will resolve testing questions and assimilation of tested property's location with specific locations. Health concems have 
brought a new awareness to the cleanup process. Many would like to see a follow up in the local media p1int and radio as to the 
q&a portion of the meeting and a specific date of the next awareness meeting. Now that there is concem from the EPA and iepa to 
save Mother Emih many are on board to see resolution. Peace--the retired hippie. Have a great holiday season. 

COMMENT 
M&H superfund 

We own the prope1iy at--in LaSalle IL. We would like to see the soil tested not just for lead but for all the possibilities of 
contamination released by this company. and I also would like to see test results and be given a copy of the test results. Thank You, --



Comment Via FAX---

Cynthia Cams offered up the infonnation that EPA or some office of govemment has been testing the grounds since 1970's. Why 
does it take so long for the EPA to do anything? 

There are employees still alive that worked at Cams Chemical Plant that have stated they say Cams Chemical dump on the big slag 
pile a lot. Why do you wait till almost evetyone is dead that could tell the truth before doing anything? 

When you strut testing properties and giving out the inf01mation, how long after the testing are you going to sta1t yard cleanup? 

When prope1ty values goes down, why do the people of LaSalle have to take the lost? Cmu s Fmnily made millions mnning this 
plant at M&H. 

From testing of yards till cleanup, how long are people of LaSalle going to be held hostage to their house? Who is going to buy a 
contaminated ym·d and house? 

How do we get answers to om questions? 

COMMENT 
Hegeler carus cleanup 

Hello just a thought that of comse option one is required in the vicinity of the site Wonder if option two is actually needed in 
outlying areas or is overkill. I doubt if that much tenit01y is contmninated. If the epa proceeds with option two and contamination 
does exist who pays for the replacement of the flower/exotic plants etc many of us fill om property with? 



Paula Newton 
Legal Secretary 200 W. Madison Street 

Suite 3500 
Chicago, IL 60606 

COMMENT 
Carus Corporation's Comments on the EPA's Plan and Exhibits A & B 

Per Tom Dimond's request, please see the attached. 

Regards, 

Paula Newton 
Assistant to Tom Dimond 
Comment in PDF format (87 pages): Letter to Teresa Jones, Cams C01p.'s Comments and Exhibits A & B-e. 

Comment Via First Class Mail 

As a buyer 2009 using a realtor and attomey, could they or should they have been aware of what was going on since 2007. 

P.S.- On both sides this was an estate sale. All attomeys and realtors local. 



COMMENT 
Re: REMINDER: Matthiessen & Hegeler Zinc Proposed Plan Public Meeting - Dec. 3 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
c/o Teresa R. Jones 
EPA Region 5 (mail code SI-7J) 
77 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Re: Commentmy on Proposed Plan, and an altemative Proposed Plan with regm·d to OU2, residential prope1ties and other non­
industrial parecls not othe1w ise listed specifically in another pmt of OUl or OU2 

To Ms. Jones and the EPA, 

My husband and I have an ownership interest in three prope1ties that would fall under yom Proposed Soil Cleanup Plan of the 
Matthiessen & Hegeler Zinc Superfund Site. My pm·ents have an ownership interest in at least two additional prope1ties thusly 
impacted by said Proposed Plan. My father is a f01mer city attomey of the City of La Salle, and we both serve on several City 
bom·ds. 

Not one citizen has come f01ward in supp01t of the plan proposed by the EPA. I have spoken with upwards of 400 of my fellow 
citizens, including 7 alde1m en, the City Attom ey (James McPhedran), La Salle County State's Attomey (who is my neighbor), and I 
appem·ed on a radio call in show hosted by Rod Thorson on the issue of the Proposed Plan. Not one of the citizens of the City of La 
Salle is happy with the plan being proposed by the EPA for several reasons. 

All of us believe that instead, we prefer my proposed plan, and ask that you adopt same and proceed to implement this plan via yom 
Decision and Order. 

We the citizens of La Salle want to have laboratory (not XRF) soil testing of each and every parcel of land in La Salle, and we want 
to have input into the methodologies employed in the testing. We want the testing to include arsenic, lead, cadmium. We want to 
have written laborat01y results provided to each resident of the tested lot and (in cases where the parcel is non-owner occupied), 
same should also be provided to the owner(s) of the parcel. 

We do not want any remedy beyond testing selected for us at this time because without testing, we do not possess sufficient 
inf01mation to make a good decision at this time (*the EPA has tested only 4% of plots, leaving 96% of us clueless as to 



contamination levels) . Once every parcel of land has been tested, we then want to discuss potential remedies with the EPA to 
jointly craft a cleanup plan that will minimize impact to om commerce, value of om land, and will consider the most cost-effective 
means to effectuate a well organized cleanup. We do not believe that the EPA has sufficient data to make good decisions, and we as 
citizens, without these test results, are essentially being denied due process because we cannot have meaningful input in a 
discussion of remedies until we know from the EPA the status of om parcels. We want the right to seek more significant remedies 
if necessruy, but also do not want land within acceptable contamination guidelines to remain unsaleable pending testing which may 
be 20 yeru·s away if the EPA plan was followed. 

The citizens of La Salle demand that once the testing phase is concluded, that those pru·cels with the greatest need for cleanup be 
addressed first. It may be fair to add in some scoring system whereby households testing with the highest lead concentrations and 
possessing children would take precedence. 

We need to explore the consequences of the various cleanup methodologies upon om infrastmctme- whether it can bear the heavy 
machinery, whether we should consider re-routing certain traffic areas, whether we can plan cleanups necessary at school sites in 
the months when children ru·e out of school, and designate public park cleanup if necessruy (like Hegeler Park) at a time when we 
can obtain an altemate place for the children to have PE (As two schools they do all their recess and sp01is functions at the park). 
The effect on om local banks which hold the paper on La Salle propetiies, whether people can dig in their yru·ds without pennission 
from the EPA to build a fence or add an addition, whether a person will be given certification as to having a decontatninated yard if 
they do not consent to dig up special trees and plantings- all these questions ru·e unanswered. Some ru·e unanswerable perhaps, but 
we deserve to have fru· more interaction and inf01mation from the EPA prior to any detetmination of what om remedies and rights 
will be in this process. 
In shoti, the residential portion of the proposed plan needs to accommodate the needs of the people you seek to help. We believe 
that doing what I propose will save money, achieve better and faster results with far fewer unintended consequences. Best of all, if 
something goes atniss, you can blame us, as we requested you test first. 

I understand that to the EPA people, La Salle is just another econmnically depressed City. My Father's parents, who both served in 
the Navy dming WW2 with distinction, crune here for peace and quiet after WW2 to build a life for their fatnily. My Dad was hom 
here, my siblings and I were hom here. My fatnily is bmied here, as someday I will be. 

I have moved around the country and u·aveled extensively, but I crune here to make my home, and strui my own business and raise a 
fatnily. I love this place. You will only be here for a sh01i while, but this is om home. We are long-tetm stakeholders here; the 
EPA is not. My neighbors and friends ru·e my extended family. This is not a fmancially healthy city- we have most of om children 
qualifying for free breakfast and lunch progrruns, and many seniors whose only major asset is their home. Still, this is a city of a 
type that doesn't exist many places anymore. People slow down for yellow lights, wave to one another, and think nothing of 
digging a sti·anger's car out of a snow bank when it is 5 degrees outside. When someone from here is sick or hmi in an accident, we 
come together and give until it hmis without being asked. In the past several years, om citizens alone gave to the United Way an 
runount in excess of what was given by the citizens of Peoria, IL, a city many hundreds of times larger in population than La Salle 
because the people here are good, decent, and kind people. The actor Spencer Tracy lived here until he was six years old. Nat King 



Cole sang in our nightclubs. A month before her tragic last flight, Amelia Em·ha1t came here to speak in the Saine auditorium in 
which the EPA meeting was held. La Salle was the patty spot of some of the most notorious gangsters of the roaring 20s, including 
Al Capone. James "Wild Bill" Hickock worked his first job off the fmm during the constm ction of Lock 16 at the I & M Canal nem· 
First Street. This place is just another name, one more project to all of you, but to those of us who live here, this is a special place 
w011h protecting and fighting for- we want you to care about this place, and us and what we think. We m·e grateful that the EPA 
wants to help us, but the wrong kind of help, at the wrong pace can be worse than no help at all. The simple changes I have 
proposed will conserve EPA dollars, and allow the EPA to create a far better cleanup plan, with more accurate planning. Better 
planning pe1mits better execution. I beg that you please give us lab testing now, before selecting any other remedy. If you must, 
call the remedy fulther investigation, with future dete1mination as to how, when, and where the soil cleanup will progress. 
We need to have a great deal of inf01mation to protect ourselves, and our City workers who m·e facing risks different than those of 
the average homeowner. As not one citizen favors the proposed plan, and all concemed have voiced supp01t for my proposal, I ask 
that you adopt my plan with regard to the residential prope1ty p01tion of OU2. 
Thank you. 

La Salle, IL 61301 --
Also concmTing: 



Anthony C. Raccuglia & 
Associates, P.C. 
Attorneys-at-Law 

1200 Maple Drive 
Peru, Illinois 61354 

COMMENT 

City of LaSalle-Official Comment-Matthiessen and Hegeler Superfund Site and Related Matters 

Comment in PDF format (4 pages): City ofLaSalle-Ltr to USEPA 

Anthony C. Raccuglia & Associates, P.C. 
Attomeys-at-Law 
1200 Maple Drive 
Pem, illinois 61354 
Phone: (815) 223-0230 
Facsimile: (815) 223-0233 

--
Comment Via First Class Mail 

I attended the meeting at the high school in LaSalle, IL and listened to the community express their concems. Many brought the 
issue that we need to know how far the contamination goes, which yards areas are contaminated. 

Om whole area is on hold, people can't sell houses consciously without knowing if contaminated. Other people wouldn't want to 
buy a house if they are facing contamination. It's putting a hold on the growth and economics or om community. From what I 
understood this is going to take 5-15 years for eve1yone involved. 

I realize the areas OU1 and OU2 have been tested. Contamination has been accumulating there for 100 years. The community has 
lived with the contamination ah·eady. People, wildlife, plants, trees, soil garden produce everything we deal with everyday could 
ah·eady be contaminated. We as a community should be tested first to know what yards, areas and an idea of boundaries of the 
contamination and amount of contamination. Having this inf01mation would help us make decisions, ease om minds, help us realize 
what we have to face. 



I don't want my yard to be destroyed, but if and when this happens. I don't want to be adding more plants or giving people 
contaminated produce. Your plan to sections, remove contamination, test another section remove contamination doesn't help people 
decide what to do. Waiting 5-15 years to know if your property is involved or when this will happen, it leave you feeling uneasy and 
unsure of what's going happen and when or if, whether you, your yard is contaminated. 

So please test us firs so we know what we are dealing with. Find the boundaries of the residential contamination area, find out 
whose propetties, yards and areas are effected then schedule the pattem or area of clean up, so people understand how, why and 
when this would happen. 

Thank you, 

The offer to test garden areas in the spring would be a great offer. Othetwise my gifts of produce, could be a gift of contamination. 

COMMENT 
Comment Via First Class Mail 

EPA 
Teresa Jones, 

This is about the Cams Co. clean up in the LaSalle, ill. 

My family has 4 homes in said area for over 30 years. I believe as others Cams has had sail propetty for ages and made a fottune. 
LaSalle people are poor and does not need to have to pay for this company's problems. They have gotten the state to pay for the 
stupid Cams mansions bills and p keep and now they want more. They are so tight fisted they couldn't or wouldn't give a paperboy 
a xmas tip. This was my grandson so I know. It's too bad EPA can't make them solve their own problem. 

An Elderly LaSallean 
Dec. 11-15 




